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Instruction No. 12/2023

F.No. 5201 2/2022-Cusv] (Pt-2)-Part (1)
Government of India
Ministry of Finance, Department of Revenue
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs

Room No. 2524, North Block, New Dealhi
Dated: 277 March, 2022

Tao,

Pr. Chief/Chief Commissioners of Customs/Customs ( Prev.)/Central Tax and
Customs

Pr. Directors General/ Directors General

Pr. Commissioners/Commissioners of Customs /Customs | Prev.)/ Central Tax and
Customs

Pr. Addl. Directors General/ Addl. Directors General,

all under CBIC

Subject: Demarcation of the role of Central Intelligence Unit
(CIU) in a Custom House in relation 1o anti-smuggling work.

Madam/Sir,

In examining references from the irade and stakeholders, it has been
noticed that customs field formations have adopled varying practice in work
dllocation between the Special Intelligence and Investigation Unit (SHB)
[Import/Export] and the Ceniral Intelligence Unit (CIU) in relation to anti-smuggling
cases,

2, The matter has been reviewed in the Board. Naoting precedencé!] and
keeping in view developments over time, as well as recognizing the need for
specialization and exclusivity of work, it is decided by the Board that insofar as in
the course of any anti-smuggling work, including in detection of irregularities in
commercial cases involving loss of revenue or viclation of any prohibition/
restriction on import or export ol goods, where case investigated has a

vigiancel] aspect or angle, it shouid be the CIU which intervenes and
investigates, and if it does not have a vigilance aspect or angle, its investigation
should be done by the SIIB,

3. Thus, anti-smuggling cases which in the first instance (including at
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intelligence stage) are viewed 1o invelve only revenue andior restriction-
prahibition angle and no vigilance aspect, should not be taken up by the CIU, but
be handled by the Sig (or equivalent unit), When an anti-smuggling case is
suspecied to involve vigilance aspect and is taken up by the CIU, however, it is
found to be not Involving such angle, it should be transfarred to the SIB for
further follow up and finalizing the investigation,

4, Similarly, anti-smuggling cases, which in the first instance (including at
intelligence stage) are viewed to involve vigilance aspects, should not be taken up
by the SIIB, but be handled by the GIU. When an anti-smuggling case, which was
initially assessed to only revenue andfor restriction-prohibition angle and no
vigilance aspect, has been taken up by the SIIB, however, it is found to be a casa
involving a vigilance angle, it should be transferred 1o the CIU for further follow up
and finalizing investigation,

5. It is advised that Custom Houses that do not have a separale CIU should
set one up. Setting up of only a single Unit performing centralized CIU functions
for a Customs Zone is desirable, exceplion being when this may nol be
praclicable for administrative or geographical reasons. The overall head of a CIU
must be a Principal Commissioner or Commissioner. The Pr. Chiaf
Commissioner/Chief Commissioner should ensure a centralized standing order
placing the CIU with a specific Commissienar in the Customs Zone as also
specifying its overall functions,

Hindi version follows.

Yours faithiully,

Signed by Tribhuwan Yaday
Date: 27-03-2023 16:02:54
Rieason: Aporoved

(Tribhuwan Yadav)

0sD

Email: uscusE-dor@gov.in
Tel: 011-23095561

" Cantrat Board of Revenue F.No. 412081 -Cus |1l dated 28.12.1961 addressed fo al Callectors of Customs:
Cusien House Madras Circutar Mo 1BS-CIU dated 10.9.1985 Me.C.21/7/85-Vig)

(2] Retarence to vigtance aspectiangle includes oul-play, mis-canduct, connivance etg, of persanne|
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COTFIIEITIAL CIRCULAN O, 1/gs-L . T,

Subject: Constitution of Contrml Vipilanes-com-1ntalllpence
tnit in the Custom loyse. '

. | =gig=

1. E’{ﬁ. NI OF C.T.U.:= It.has boon docided to congtitute » Centrml
E:-‘hlml:num-n-.t-:u:gnnw Unit ( hareinnfter referrsd to ns C.1.U)
18 Castlon liovos with imgdints clloct. ;

2, EIAKEIMG:~- Tho strenpgth of tho CIV wuld be 1 Apprriser, 1 Exeniner
and 3 Provenlive Officors. This Unit will nlpo be provided with n

volildle ; for -the 1t the offi ooy ;
e o r -the movenant of the o c:url.rtu,n put i
LR m&:—r Tha ’-'rﬂ in exclusively concornod wAth .nnu[\lninl- end
: n ol irreguleritive fnvolving loae of revenue, dicrs t !
i.’_J-Ell‘-"Ht'i ingle is nlea noticsd. . ‘ . : vl G ] H
4o FECTINS ALLITTED:~ lleving Feprrd to the nforesndd Lackgroond the 1
{mectigna of thu CIU are envmernted below:- - ' E
\1) . Corryinp-out surprise chacks nt ths Airpert, Docks, i
Dondosd Wardwusse, Air Cargo Compl dxg ' |
(11) Poriodienl sarpriss smsmination of iopart end axport il |
crgo incloding beppaps, both ot the docks no will oo Sn \
| Alr Corpo Cooplex. :
{111) Eamenination at I'I!.I'I.Ihlll of some of the D11ls of Entry and 1
| ﬂnipp:!ng bills from linmg:u.f'mlunt!.n-n nnd Man:mwnt !
|,  anglej g e ) ) l
{iv) * Silective esmednntlon of cny ul f ' "y
"hnvn beon cortiilsd; ._!I‘I;ﬂ. s vl i o {
i ; ; j
(v) Surprice checks on clenrance of inport and export chre <
| on lorchiant Over Tiss, perileularly siteids H'm Im:mﬁ ' o
. . premipes; '
' (vi) Surpstiee chiscks of saply containers beinp taken out of ;
15 © 7 the harbour ayen; g : _ :
|  (vi1) - Surpijise checke of traneport of tonded goods partiowlarly” :
|+« penaitive itsoaj- VT t : o | B
'(vidd) . Surpdise chocke on the supsrvision and londing of export |
i I:hI" : & 2 r
" _ - [}
| _U..ﬂ El.l'r:pl'l_“ chock on 100% export orientid unils; " | :

! {:ﬂ-.]'_ ledu.l:u.ng prelivinary enguiries in rodpect of
P:II

Buepdise chocks on import end sxperts of enrpo cleared '
Hﬂdl]'l’ H.E iE ¥

W — -r.--.ﬁ

——m

Walnts reedivad;



520/12/2022-CusVI(Pt-2)-Part(1)

3046617/2023/Cus-VI Section

.

L - -

"

- (=) Em;fmting inveotipgntions of cowes inwolving vigilmncs
. nngle; : ; ; .
" ' - .' T ! b ; 5l
(#44) Cerrying out saleciive re-ooninetion-of pnoscngers’ .
{xiv) Ensuring onintensnes of puncturlity in attondoncs of office -
, &nd wrtdiing nny ainoroel heppenings in the sectiong

L]

| (=¥}  Linisoning+Ath other enforcssent ngendios 1dke o D.R.1.,
] the Enforcemant Dirgetorais, the Ineoms Tax ond the C.D.1.

(=vi) Any other task nesignad to the GIU by the senlor offieors.

4. :':l'.'-lE'_ﬂ“'E[J_f,i_l:— The CIU will be dirgetly undar the supervision of

402 (510} ond undor tha over mll supervision of Uio Collecter, * °
llowawer | antters roloting to Appraising coses should be brought to the |
Mmgtintoe rotieg of Ui D.C.lAppg.) end mettoers conchirned with Proventive
raren sjould be brewghit to e notice of the Addl. Collcctor.

0. UENICL_GF BISIEG SIFBINISION:~ The Addl. Lollecter should nrmngs

r.-.;- fanvgna o Booting cvory weck preferably oo Hondny with wll the
offlcery of thn'GIU, widch eon be nitended Lo by D.L.Appg) mleo. In
thia mepting, resaarment of the porformence of this Unit nnd chalking ~
out plage for the ensulnp werk could be discureed ond insiructisns esn
be lseupd for lurther courds of action. Goses involving puraly ;
rovanisiongle cetaclcd by this Updt ean Lo bendsd over Lo the SID or "_
D& 1Unit as the cose oay Le for follow up Invastipation. llowever

cazes lhvelving Vigilency nnglo should be denlb with by this Unit only. -.

The D.C.{Appg) end.lie AddL. Golloclor will periodienlly kanp tha
L'-nllul:ﬂ-nr inforsed of important casce, dotncted by he GIV.

7. DFGLSENS AUD PRICETS:= This Hrit phould maintain ‘s repister of he

variour checks conduotbed by thea on dadly beels and this ropister
ghould ba put vp to the D.L.lappe) ‘and the Addl. Collector gvery woek.
A mopihly sbtotenent should alego Lo pit.up to tha Cellsctor relating

to tho niobsr of chocks earrisd out, ‘nunbar of irrepderitiss motlcgd
and the pdat ol the mjor irrgplerities. T ctolerent should bo
submittod to ths Colleclor by GHth of the [ollowing month. A separnta
registor should plpo be twintelned vigre the coapleints of vipilance
natiurs wiich have bosn rocoived ond are dealt wilh by thiis Unit showld
ba romorded infionping the nnturs of inwvpstipntion corried ont and- the
resilts achisved. |A monthly roview of the reglster shovld be dens ond, *
put up to the Collpctor by 5th of the following menth.

L]

o.C.20/7/06-vig- | ' 3d/=

Ligiom Housc, Heatrhss © ° o {m. JATARAMAT)
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